
  

ST. PAUL’S CATHOLIC JUNIOR SCHOOL 

Year 5 Curriculum Newsletter: Autumn 

Term 2022 

To all our parents and carers, 

We are delighted to share with you the content of the Year 5 curriculum for this term.  We hope that this 

gives you a window into your child’s learning and enables you to have conversations with your child 

about what is going in in school. 

 

 
ENGLISH – reading 

Our fantastic novel for the Autumn term in Year 5 is ‘The Nowhere Emporium’ by Ross McKenzie.  This award winning novel combines fantasy, 

mystery and suspense! 

 

 In our reading comprehension sessions, the children also experience both fiction and non-fiction texts, based on a range of subjects relating to the 

whole curriculum. Phonics interventions will be taking place to support children who require them.  

Your child will be receiving a reading book to bring home.  Please read with your child at least four times a week.  

Further details about English homework will be sent out in a separate letter. 

 

 

 



  

ENGLISH – writing 
We base the teaching of our writing on the language and structure found 

in quality texts. 

Narrative writing: 

Linking to our novel, the children will create their own fantasy story based 

on ‘The Nowhere Emporium’. 

Speech writing 

This unit links to our history work, with the children creating a persuasive 

speech for an Anglo-Saxon battle!   

GRAMMAR: 

We will continue to build on and expand upon the children’s knowledge of 

grammar, looking especially this term at: 

 Proper, abstract and common nouns 

 Determiners 

 Inverted commas to punctuate speech 

 Adjectives 

 Different sentence types 

 Expanded noun phrases 

 Apostrophes for contraction and possession 

SPELLINGS: 

Spelling lessons take place regularly in each class.   

 

 

 

 

 This term we will cover the following topics:  

 place value of numbers up to a million 

 addition 

 subtraction  

 multiplication 

 division 

 fractions.  

For each topic, we work through the following sequence, encouraging 

the mastery approach in Maths which helps the children to apply their 

knowledge: 

1. We practise the skill.  

2. We link the skill to questions involving units of measure.  

3. We complete missing box questions relating to the skill.  

4. We answer reasoning questions based on the skill.  

5. We problem solve, applying the skill we have learnt.  

You can view our calculation policy on the school website, which may 

help you to understand how we teach Maths in school. 

https://www.spcj.co.uk/letters/ We will also complete weekly basic 

skills sessions, which help the children to practise core mathematical 

skills 

Details about Maths homework will be sent out in a separate letter.  

 



   

RE 

 

Here are our topics for this term: 

Ourselves:  

Christians believe that each person is made in the image and likeness of 
God. The children will explore the concept that to know ourselves and to 
appreciate our value is central to our wellbeing. 

Life Choices: 

Through Baptism the Christian is called to a life of holiness and to the 
mission of spreading the Good News. The children will consider the different 
ways in which that call can be lived out, focusing on particular on 
marriage, but also on other ways in which all Christians can serve others.  

Hope:  

Christians celebrate the birth of Jesus at Christmas. During Advent, the 

children will think about what it means to prepare to remember Jesus’ 

coming in history but also how we can prepare for Christ who meets us each 

day, while waiting in joyful hope for his coming at the end of time. 

Year 5 will lead our school in the celebration of the birth of Jesus at 

Christmas.  We will inform you of further details closer to the time.  

The children will also explore the faith of JUDAISM. We will be looking at 

the feast of Passover, or Pesach and on how and why Jewish people 

celebrate this time of year. 

Daily acts of worship also take place within each class. 

 

SCIENCE 
Properties and changes of materials 

Pupils will revisit solids, liquids and gases, exploring reversible and 

irreversible changes between these states.  

 

PSHE 

Rights and Responsibilities 

In this topic in Year 5, the children will explore the rights and responsibilities 

that come with being a citizen. They will discuss the importance of 

democracy, relating this practically to our School Council. During this topic, 

the children will think about how they can use their own voice positively, 

whilst also participating in group decision making 

Cultural similarities and differences 

Year 5 pupils will think about cultural similarities and differences and how 

sometimes these can lead to conflict.  They will develop their understanding 

and awareness of racism.    

Resisting peer pressure 

This unit covers a range of concepts.  In an age appropriate way, ideas 

such as bodily autonomy, substance abuse, and cyberbullying are explored 

and discussed.  Children are shown ways to get help if they are concerned 

about any of these areas.  

Promoting physical and mental wellbeing is central to our curriculum 

approach and forms part of our daily life within school.  We also aim to 

support these further by celebrating Rainbow Day, Firework Safety, ‘Hello 

Yellow Day’ for world mental health, Antibullying Week and Road Safety 

Week.  Watch out for further details later this term! 



  

HISTORY 

‘What impact did the Anglo Saxons have?’ 

In this unit, the children will explore the world of the Anglo Saxons were 

and why they came to Britain. They will look at archaeological artefacts 

and primary sources to help them gain a full understanding of day to day 

life during this period. They will also consider the different interpretations 

of the impact of the Anglo Saxons in England and devise their own opinions 

on whether this era truly deserves to be called the ‘Dark Ages’.  

Black History Month (October) is also a focus in our school and, in both 

assemblies and lessons, children will be researching and learning about 

figures from black history who have contributed to our world and who have 

much to teach us about resilience and respect.   

 

 

ART 

‘Anglo Saxon treasures’ 
This term, the children will explore the art of the potter Lucie Rie as well as 

the Anglo-Saxon treasures discovered at Sutton Hoo.  Using these 

techniques, the children will design and create their own treasure sculptures.  

 

 

 

DT 

Pulleys 
The children will explore pulley mechanisms, designing, creating and 

evaluating a moving toy. 

 

 

GEOGRAPHY 

‘Where should we go on holiday?’ 
The question the children will investigate is ‘Is Climate Cool?’ In this unit, 

the children will learn to read weather and climate maps, and learn how 

weather and climate can be seen in specific world climate zones, such as 

the polar regions, rainforests and the tropics. They will explore the climate, 

flora, fauna and also the human activity in these zones. 

In this unit, the children learn about the Alpine region of Europe, how the 

Alps were formed and how homes are adapted to the climate. They will use 

both physical and political maps to research this location. 

 

 



 

COMPUTING 

‘Web designer’ 

In this activity the children will learn about the history of the web, 
basic HTML, how to create their own graphics and how to publish 

their own website. 

 

MUSIC 

‘Living on a Prayer’ 

The children will listen to and rehearse this famous Bon Jovi song, thinking 

about how Rock Music developed. They will also learn about pulse, rhythm 

and notation along the way. There will also be a chance for children to 

improvise their own compositions based upon what they have learnt. 

PE 

Dance, gymnastics, yoga and strength 

building 

The children will develop their skills in all of the above areas.  Our new PE 

scheme includes lessons that are easily adaptable for rainy days, meaning 

that not even bad weather or the hall being used can stop us taking part in 

high quality PE sessions! 

SPANISH 
Our specialist Spanish teacher will be teaching the children how to talk 

about themselves, their family and their friends. The children will also be 

taught how to explain if they are feeling unwell. 

 “Nos gusta aprender español en St Paul’s.” 

On September 27th, the school will be celebrating European Languages 

Day, with the children taking part in activities promoting the richness and 

diversity of the languages spoken in our continent. 

 

 

We hope that you find this newsletter helpful. Further 

information on our curriculum and how we teach can be 

found on the school website.  We will be adding further to 

this over the year. 

Follow us on Twitter (@spcjliverpool) where we share the 

excellent learning that goes on at St. Paul’s.   

 

If you have any questions about our curriculum, or any 

concerns, please do not hesitate to get in touch.   

 

Many thanks, 

The Year 5 teaching team: 

Mrs. Wickham, Mr. Tunstall, Mr. Garrity and Miss Cain 

 

 


